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Colonel Terry W. Griffin, a native of Ashland, Alabama, graduated from Auburn University in 
1976 with a B.A. in Communications.  Commissioned a Second Lieutenant through the Platoon 
Leaders Class, he graduated from the Basic School and reported to the Naval Air Training 
Command in Pensacola, Florida where he was designated a Naval Aviator in 1978. 
 
A UH-1N pilot, Colonel Griffin has served in every department in a Huey-Cobra, Light Attack 
helicopter squadron.  During three separate assignments to Camp Pendleton, California, he 
deployed five times on the Unit Deployment Program to Okinawa, Japan and once to the 
Western Pacific with the 15th Marine Expeditionary Unit.  He served five years in operational 
command elements as an executive officer or squadron commander.  He also served two years as 
commander of Marine Air Group 49, a Reserve MAG in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  Colonel 
Griffin possesses over 4,500 mishap free flight hours. 
 
Colonel Griffin has also served in a variety of other assignments.  He performed duties as an Air 
Liaison Officer in 3d Battalion, 1st Marines; he trained flight instructors and students as a T-34C 
Standardization Pilot in the Naval Air Training Command, Pensacola, Florida; and he completed 
two high level staff assignments at Headquarters Marine Corps, Washington, D.C.  The first was 
a tour in the Officer Assignment Branch, and the second was Director of the Special Projects 
Directorate for the 31st Commandant of the Marine Corps, General James L. Jones. 
 
Professional education after entering the Marine Corps has included military and non-military 
schools.  In 1990, Colonel Griffin completed the Air Command and Staff College at Maxwell 
Air Force Base, Alabama.  In 1993, he earned a Masters Degree in Business Administration from 
Averett College.  In 1999, he concluded an assignment as a Top Level School Fellow at the U.S. 
Department of State’s Senior Seminar. 
 
Personal awards include the  Navy Achievement Medal, the Navy Commendation Medal, two 
Meritorious Service Medals (with Gold Star in lieu of Second Award), and two Legions of Merit 
(with Gold Star in lieu of Second Award).  Colonel Griffin is currently assigned as the Project 
Manager for the Army and Marine Corps Robotic Systems Joint Project Office at Redstone 
Arsenal, Alabama. 
 


